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EXTRACTS FROM THE STATION REPORTS FOR 
THE YEAR 1921—22, 


Makkovik. 


AST summer an unexpected but welcome stranger visited 
this parish. He travelled from northerly regions, cruis- 
ing along the coast on a large ice-pan, and landed on 
Makkovik Island. He was greeted with a bullet, and 

soon was skinned and cooked. Thus, for the first time, we 

sampled the delicacy of polar bear. This finale recalls a 

definition of the word ‘‘neighbour’’ as supplied by one of our 

school-boys last term: ‘‘Neighbours are folk that live handy 
to you with whom you share things.’’ And the last five words 
do but present the unvarnished truth of social relations in 

Labrador. Who in London could venture the same explana- 

tion ? 
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The Boarding School. 


Attendance at school shows a regrettable decrease in 
numbers—only 31 as against 45 last term. One serious reason 
for this is that a succession of poor fishery and trapping 
seasons has left some of the people in debt, and so they have 
refrained from further involving themselves. You are aware 
how, at the beginning of a season, a fisherman draws from 
a trader, on credit, provisions and supplies necessary for 
himself and family. The bargain is that all his catch later 
must be sold to that trader. The latter agrees to pay market 
valuation, and, if the value of the catch exceeds the value of 
goods supplied earlier on credit, the fisherman gains something 
in hand. But when the value of catch falls below that figure, 
or when the fisherman incurs much damage to boats, net, or 
gear, he closes his season actually with debt on hand. Again, 
he must obtain flour and other necessaries for the long winter 
—on credit, as before—while his fur-catch similarly may be 
inadequate to cover expenses. Now, the school fee of 50 
cents (say 2s.) per child a week is all that is asked towards 
cost of full board, tuition, repair of clothes (no small item !), 
and other expenses. This amount may seem absurdly low, 
but it mounts up. Our full term extends from October to 
July—though many children come here for only a part of 
this. The foregoing considerations make it clear that, in some 
instances, parents may be unable to pay school feos. whether 
in cash or in kind. ‘So it comes about that no fee at all has 
been received in 17 cases—and these do not include ‘‘good’’ 
debts nor any for the term recently concluded (1922). Ought 
we to encourage- children to attend with little or no prospect 
- of payment, when the school already is a serious burden to 
Mission finances? [Oh, for some endowment!] On their 
own initiative several parents have solved this problem for 
themselves (and for us, too) by refraining from sending their 
children last term. One is sorry for the children. The follow- 
ing letter, written three days ago by a school-girl whom her 
father was withdrawing (on other grounds) is only a fair 
illustration of how much the children enjoy school-life. She 
wrote it on landing at Makkovik Island, whither she had been 
conveyed to await the arrival of the mail-steamer :— 


‘“My dear Mrs. Callander, 

‘‘T am real lonesome for you I am crying as I cannot 
help it I send my best love to all the people that is in the 
mission house me and aunt susan and inga [t.e., her cousin 
Ingeborg] is going berry-picking and selma [her little sister— 
also leaving] the stemer [sic] will be here sunday or monday so 


good-bye my Dear Mrs. Callander. 
“*T am yours, 


‘‘GRACE VOISEY. 
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Last term we received special help locally for the school. 
Some of our members together cut 350 ‘“‘turns’’ of fire wood 
(1.e., tree trunks of such size as an able-bodied man can carry 
on his shoulder ‘‘at a turn’’). And, had not the weather 
turned stormy, this number would have been exceeded. We 
thank them for their good services—and example! 


Church Work. 


Two innovations last winter were appreciated:—(1) On 
our men’s club-night part of the time was given to talks on 
the life and achievements of great explorers, e.g., Columbus, 
Hudson, Cook, Franklin, &c. Their voyages were closely fol- 
lowed on our large school wall-maps. We are thinking of 
following up with talks, this winter,:on the lives of great 
missionaries. If any readers would like to help us in a prac- 
tical way, they might be able to send us, from their own 
book-shelves, suitable books on famous reformers, wonders 
of the ocean, sea adventures, hunters’ adventures, history of 
ship-building, natural history, popular science, or, in a lighter 
vein, stories of such authors as Ballantyne, Stewart White, 
Kingston, or Clark Russell. The former would offer material 
for instructive and stimulating ‘‘talks’’ and also, with the 
latter, provide a very welcome addition to our well-worn, 
thoroughly perused, and somewhat archaic library for the 
people. 

(2) The other innovation was made in our church seryices 
at Kaster and the minor Festivals. We had procured some 
of the finest lantern-slides of Gospel subjects—as depicted by 
Tissot, Copping, and other notable artists. These gave a new 
appeal to the old, old story—thus creating a deeper impression. 
We hope to procure in time to exhibit next winter a good set 
of slides of the Pilgrim’s Progress—to be taken in detail for 
a series of evenings. While these best-quality slides are ex- 
pensive—four or five shillings a piece, and even more—surely 
their theme and purpose demand none other. Then they can 
be shown repeatedly in different connections, and, with care, 
they may last indefinitely. Would not some one like to 
supply the mission with a few such slides (standard size, 34 
inches square) of scenes from the Old Testament and The 
Acts—of which we have none—or of suitable ‘“‘Famous 
Pictures’’? The donor would have the privilege—by proxy, 
as it were—of making many an evangelistic appeal] to the folk 
of distant Labrador. 
: Medical Work. 


On Boxing Day last year a sledge brought in a young man 
with face, hands, and feet frost-bitten. His toes were already 
gangrenous and he could not walk. It looked like a prolonged 
case. Who would put him up for an extended and indefinite 
time? , It is to be regretted that, on the Mission premises, 
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we have not, at present, any facilities for accommodating the 
sick. Our Makkovik folk are always ready to offer what they 
can, but their circumstances are not’ always very convenient 
or suitable. Moreover, the patient was a complete stranger, 
who had come, in search of work, from a long way south. 
Yet, without any prospect of repayment and, indeed, without 
any desire for it, George Jacque and his good wife did not 
hesitate to lodge him and then ungrudgingly to board him for 
the twelve weeks he was here under treatment of Muss 
Tatterson. Finally, when the patient had recovered sui- 
ficiently to undergo operation, he was conveyed south by the 
mail komatik to the nearest Grenfell Hospital—a journey 
occupying over a week. There, with the loss of a single toe- 
joint, he was completely restored—a very satisfactory case in 
view of the gravity of his injuries. Many people in England 
would suppose that im every way they have the advantage over 
the ‘‘livyeres on the Labrador’’; but it may well seem that, 
more often here than there, these words of our Lord will 
apply: ‘“‘I was a stranger and ye took me in.” 

R. 8. CALLANDER. 
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Hopedale. 


Once again we present the Annual Report of our work 
here at Hopedale. In doing so we are forcibly reminded of 
God’s goodness and unbounded mercy to us, one and all, 
as individuals and as a Church. 

Nothing of an extraordinary nature has taken place on 
this station that requires special mention. Last autumn a 
change took place in the personnel of the staff. Br. and Sr. 
Bohlmann left us in September for their home in Germany, 
after serving this .Mission 21 years in connection with the 
Trade. The vacancy was at once occupied by Br. and Sr. 
Ward, Br. Ward having already had several years’ experience 
in this special department. Br. Townley, after spending one 
year with us here, left per Harmony to take up duties in 
Nain. On the 23rd of August we welcomed our Super- 
intendent, Br. Perrett, Mrs. Perrett, and family after spend- 
ing a few months’ furlough in England. In spite of these 
inevitable changes in the staff the essential work of the 
Mission was in no way affec We all soon settled down 
to the special task before us; ahd now, looking back on the 
year, we see a guiding hand in all, a hand that leads to that 
‘One far off Divine event to which all creation moves.’’ 


Temporal Affairs. 
As touching temporal affairs, we are pleased to feport 
more satisfactorily than last year, 1920-1921. 
There was an all-round improvement on the hunting grounds 
for our people. Repeated failure year after year made our 
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hunters very depressed and disheartened—some almost to the 
verge of despair. But God answered our prayers and afforded 
our people a plentiful supply of fur, the proceeds of which 
at any rate enabled them to procure the necessities of every- 
day life. 

Nevertheless, this recent success and the non-success of 
past years places our people temporarily, socially, and 
spiritually in much the same position as former years. The 
burden of accumulated debt hangs as a cloud over them, and 
tends to damp the ardour of many, whilst increasing the in- 
difference and callousness of others. 


Church Work. 


There is no lack of appreciation of the material benefits 
the Gospel has brought to this barren land, but we long to 
see more of the Gospel’s privileges appropriated in a deeper 
spiritual life, in increasing chastity of soul and body, especially 
amongst our Communicant members. Unrest, dissatisfaction, 
and misunderstanding seriously impoverish the spiritual life 
of many out here. 

The mail-boats and Newfoundland fishing fleet visited this 
station as usual. ‘The influence of the various crews can 
fairly be described as vicious and unhealthy, involving our 
weak and fickle Eskimoes in trouble and degradation. As 
opportunity offered, the Gospel was preached and sung at 
special services conducted for the fishermen and other visitors. 
Tracts and reading matter were often in demand—also medical 
assistance from the dispensary. 


Poor relief was much lessened this last year. ‘ The good 
fur-catch caused a general circulation of money, thus prevent- 
ing much poverty. 

Our congregation at Double Island was visited in the 
summer; likewise our settlers living north. These especially 
were very expressive of their appreciation of our visit. We 
would like to see more attend our church, in order to bring 
them out more and lift them out of their self-centred life. 

In years gone by they came in much greater numbers, 
especially for Passion Week. Now we notice a marked falling 
off in church attendance. This can be accounted for in two 
ways, viz., inadequate accommodation for their families, and 
the irregular supply of dogs’ food for a length of time extend- 
ing to 10 days, and often considerably more when the weather 
is inclement. Simple services for any settlers visiting Hope- 
dale and the resident store-servant and family were held 
regularly on Sunday evenings throughout the winter. 

Many have expressed their appreciation of these services. ° 
We hope they will continue to be used of God. They afford 
an opportunity for preaching the simple Gospel to the English 
section of our congregation, a number of whom find the 
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Eskimo services in the church unintelligible. We realise, too, 
that no service, however solemn, can be richly blessed if not 
intelligible. On Palm Sunday we had the great joy of admit- 
ting to the Lord’s Table three members (Eskimoes) by con- 
firmation. On the following Wednesday four were admitted 
from among our Settlers. Advent and Christmas celebrations 
passed off with the usual joy and thanksgiving to the Saviour 
for His unspeakable gift to poor mortals. Father Christmas’s 
visit gave much delight to the children, and aided us, young 
and old, to remember God’s greatest ift to humanity, the 
gift of His Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Persons under 
Church discipline and about to be released, will do almost 
anything to regain their lost status. A mere request is often 
substituted, where a deep and sincere repentance for sin 
should be manifested, when seeking readmission. Church 
discipline in many cases under notice seems powerless to 
convince our erring members of the error of their ways, or 
to create moral earnestness, We would, therefore, urgently 
beseech our friends to pray that the spirit of conviction may 
become manifest amongst us, that hearts may not be hardened. 

We very much regret having to state the appalling fact, 
depressing as it appears, that the spiritual life of our church 
is feeble and sickly, acknowledged to be so by some of the 
people themselves. There is a deadness, or stupor, over 
everything. It is as if a blight had spread over the land, 
checking all progress. An emergency has arisen in spiritual 
matters as well as in temporal matters, and the life of our 
church seems inadequate to meet the emergency and ride 
victorious. Morals are lax. Contamination has spread to 
the children, and a number have been led astray by vicious 
influence. We urge the Home Church to pray unceasingly 
for us. We cannot cry ‘‘peace’’ when there is no peace. 
We plead for a deep and lasting spiritual awakening to purge 
out all the evil and create soul thirst for God. 

School was held for the very few Eskimo children living 
on the station. As parents are encouraged by us and advised 
to live away from the station, for obvious reasons (the oppor- 
tunities for a better means of livelihood being so much greater), 
many are led to take their children along with them. Some 
of these, no doubt, were taught at home, but doubtless others 
were neglected. 

The health of our small community has been good. We 
have felt on more than one occasion the need for skilled nurs- 
ing. Church collections are low again this year. The enor- 
mous amount of debt our people have accumulated in the store 
scarcely permits anyone to call a cent his own. ‘There «are 
some in very poor circumstances who strive to do their best. 
The chapel servants have again rendered assistance to us in 
holding services in the church, and strive to the best of their 
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ability to lead their fellowmen to peaceful living and upright 
lives. ‘They are faithful in their several duties. The death 
of two in their ranks compelled us to choose substitutes, 
We would commend these to your faithful intercessions. 
Commending ourselves and our people to your prayers, 
and thanking all friends and helpers of the Mission, 
We remain, 
Yours fraternally, 
H. ASBOE. 
W. W. PERRETT. 


Nain. 

The Great Fire. 
Since the last Report (up to June 30th, 1921) another year 
has passed. During the same the work has been carried on, 
not under the iswad conditions, but under exceptional diffh- 
culties, owing to the great calamity that befel this station in 
August, 1921. In July the ship-year began much as usual 
for the missionaries and the congregation: the latter at their 
various fishing-places, and the former working at the station, 
following their respective callings according to custom in this 
land; and everybody looking forward to the arrival of the 

good ship Harmony to bring supphes for the coming winter’s 
work. On August 22nd, 1921, the ship arrived with a eeodly 
cargo and missionaries Townley and the Gaunts, for church 
and trade here, and the MacLeavies for Hebron. The passen- 
gers went ashore, and unloading began at once. A few happy, 
busy days were spent together in mutual intercourse and work. 
At 4 a.m., on August 27th, the Harmony left for Hebron. 
The boats that had brought men to help to unload the cargo 
also left for their various fishing-places. Before the last boat 
had disappeared from sight, just before 12 o’clock noon, a 
cry of fire in the store was raised. Five or ten minutes before 
12 the Brn. Grubb and Gaunt came out of the Store, having 
been trading with the Eskimoes from early morning. Entrance 
by the rear door was quickly made, but the thick volume of 
black smoke that issued prevented the fire from being located. 
Br. Grubb tried to enter the shop, but could not. The newly 
arrived cases and goods were lying here and there and hin- 
dered the storekeeper’s attempts to get at the furs, ready 
packed for shipment to London. Before discovery the fire 
had made such progress that all-efforts to get at it to extin- 
guish it or to save anything in the Store ended in failure. 
Through having no fire apparatus, to save the store was from 
the beginning hopeless, so we directed our attention and 
energies towards protecting the house and adjacent buildings. 
For a long time we were successful with the only means we 
had, viz., buckets and ladders. When the Bore. had nearly 
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burnt down, the wind veered and brought the sparks, red-hot 
dust, and large red embers from the last crash of the Store 
roof and walls, etc., falling on to the roof of the dwelling- 
house and other buildings, rendering all our labour in vain. 
If the wind had not veered for another twenty minutes or 
so, we believe the house, etc., would have been saved. 
Through fighting the fire so long, and being few in number, 
we had very little time to save anything from the house. 
Furniture, records, goods, food supplies, clothes, etc., were 
all destroyed by the fire. By 5.30 p.m. nothing remained 
of the Store, House and Buildings, Wood-shed, Church and 
School. The village only remained intact, owing to the wind 
veering again. ‘The behaviour of the wind was peculiar, veer- 
ing, as it were, to bring about the destruction of the Mission 
property. It succeeded, and rendered us, viz., the Hettasches, 
Grubbs, Gaunts, and Townley homeless and with very little 
food supplies. We had so little that we could not feed the 
few Eskimoes here who had helped us. On the following 
day, at the close of an open-air service, we had to advise them 
to leave for their fishing-places, where they could find some- 
thing to eat. The mission staff found shelter in the Store 
servant’s house, Settler John Voisey’s house, and in the 
house of Settler Wm. Ford—weary, worn-out, and sad over 
the heavy losses sustained. 
After the Fire. 

From August 28/21—September 23/21 compulsory com- 
mon housekeeping on short commons was in vogue. On 
September 20/21 the Harmony arrived from the North, and 
having heard of the disaster, while in Hebron, Capt. Jackson 
brought some cases of odds and ends from Okak. On the 
23rd of September the ship left us, taking Br. and Sr. 
Hettasch and son for their much needed furlough. Next 
day the brethren left behind commenced to make arrange- 
ments for winter residence. Br. Townley entered into 
possession of old Wm. Ford’s one-roomed log-house; and the 
2 Store brethren took possession of the Store-servant’s dwell- 
ing-house. Work of all kinds was taken in hand to make them 
as comfortable as possible and to carry on the work of the 
station. The weather was cold, wet, snowy and stormy, and 
hindered us much. At the end of October we had to dig 
from under the snow and chop out with axes, etc., the turnips 
in the garden. ‘The season had been very poor, and after 
paying the harvesters we had very little left for ourselves. 

During the past year the work here has been carried on, 
the staff enduring hardships of all kinds. Fuel has been 
scarce, and Br. Townley has had to keep shifting his esi- 
dence. In March he received notice to quit his dwelling, as 
the owner wanted it for Easter and the Spring. In busy 
Passion Week the Brother had to move his things and sleep 
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where he could for a week. He found shelter in Settler 
~ Webb's house; then Mr. R. White, jnr., who was leaving 
for one of the Bays, placed his house at Br. Townley’s dis- 
posal for a time after Easter. Now, in June, the Brother 
has transferred himself to Settler Webb’s house, which is 
vacant for the summer. From August to November services 
were held in various Eskimo dwellings. Early in November 
two men, Helper Abia Green and Isaac Saksariak, willingly 
gave up their houses to provide a place for worship during 
the coming winter. As the two houses stood in a line and 
close together, they were united by free labour and gifts, and 
fitted out with the benches, etc., saved, thus providing a 
good big room for services. On the first Sunday in Advent 
we held the first service therein, and on Christmas Eve we 
had 170 Inuit seated therein. All the customary services 
have been carried on in English and Eskimo. Festivals, 
Kmpire Day, and King’s Birthday have also been observed, 
and, we believe, with blessing to all. On October 28rd, 1921, 
Holy Communion was observed in an Eskimo dwelling, when 
46 Inuit partook, packed in one Eskimo house. The wine 
cups had been destroyed, but we managed by using the vessel 
for baptism. At New Year, Quinquagesima, Maundy Thurs- 
day, and Ascension the Holy Communion was administered 
in the present temporary church. As an extra, at Easter, we 
had an English Communion service for the staff and Settlers 
in one of their houses. In the course of the winter a Con- 
firmation Class was formed, and on Palm Sunday 4 persons 
were confirmed and admitted to the Lord’s Table. School 
has also been carried on in the church building: 15 boys and 
14 girls were under instruction in Eskimo and the rudiments 
of English. The old school-teacher, Helper Nathaniel 
Illiniartitsijok, who is over 70 years of age, was unable to 
undertake his usual duties, through old age: he has been 
teaching for over 50 years. Br. Townley took charge, and 
was helped for a month by Nat’s wife, Fredrika, who has 
also taught for 30 years, after which, in order to earn more, 
Fredrika went to work in the blubber. As no one else was 
obtainable just then, the aforementioned Brother formed the 
children into one class and carried on to the end of the term. 


Food, Finance, Health, etc. 

Last year’s fishery was very moderate, and, as the autumn 
was wet and stormy, the fish could not be properly dried. 
This was disadvantageous to seller and buyer. For a few 
the sealing was good, by net, at 5 places; 1,000 seals, mostly 
small, were taken. The fox-trappers on the whole did very 
well, and here and there a few ptarmigan were obtained. As 
regards meat supplies (seal meat), the winter has been good, 
and the Eskimoes have helped each’ other as usual. Very 
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little Poor Relief has been administered, owing to the losses 
by fire. In the village, life has been much as usual. When 
here, the Helpers have willingly done their duty to the best 
of their ability. Choir, firelighters, bellringers, etc., have all 
helped to make the services attractive, efficient, and a success. 
Attendance and attention have always been good. For 
Foreign Missions, the gifts have amounted to $29.72 
(£6 3s. 10d.); for the Church, articles have been bought, 
made, and given, and also $17.00 (£3 10s. 10d.) in cash; 
for a New Church $128.00 (£26 13s. 4d.) have been. sub- 
scribed: of this $100.00 (£20 16s. 8d.) is a cheque from R. 
White, jnr. In preparation, the old church foundations have 
been cleared of all debris by free labour. The foundations of 
the destroyed Mission House are being gradually cleared by 
paid labour. In the course of the winter the saw-mill shed 
was erected, the engine and benches, etc., set up by the 
Brn. Grubb and Gaunt, and already a good many logs have 
been turned into planks for various purposes. In the matter 
of the future house-building supplies on the spot, the saw- 
mill will prove to be a valuable adjunct. 

On the whole, health at the station has been good. In 
October, 1921, one young man had his thumb blown off 
through carelessness in handling his gun. From serious 
accidents on sea and land we have been preserved. By death 
we have lost 7—4 children and 3 adults. One man, Matteus 
Alla, was lost inland during an awful snowstorm in February, 
1922. After the storm search parties were out, but Matteus’ 
body could not be found. An old and respected member, Wm. 
Ford, a former Store-servant, pensioned off some 20 years 
ago, has also departed this life, at the age of 79. Of births 
there have been 8; so numerically progress is not much in 
evidence. Through the usual moving of the Eskimoes from 
one station to another, at the end of 1921 we were a few 
less in number than at the end of 1920. 

The winter has passed, with all its physical hardships 
for the Mission staff, and we are thankful. The results of 
the fire’s destruction are still before our eyes, but in our 
thoughts we are looking ahead towards the reconstruction of 
a dwelling-house and church. We send our heartfelt thanks 
for sympathy, help, and prayers to you and all helpers and 
friends in the homelands, placing ourselves and the work 
anew in the hands of our Lord and Master. 

; S. J. TOWNLEY. 


Killinek. e 


Last summer a greater number of ships anchored here 
in our harbour than we have ever seen before in one year— 
one reason for this being that Port Burwell (Killinek) is now 
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a (Canadian) Customs station. ‘The first to arrive was, as : 
usual, the Hudson Bay Company’s steamer Nascopie, as early - 8 
as July 20th. ‘he winter ice had not quite left us; however, 
as the aforementioned vessel is built to cope with the ice, it 
made its way slowly into port. On July 27th another H.B.C. 
steamer, the Bay Chimo, an auxiliary boat, arrived, to assist 
in transporting the large quantities of building material to 
the North which is required for the construction of three or 
four newly planned trading posts of the company. Later in 
the summer this vessel was twice more in our harbour on its 
way to and from Ponds Inlet, at the north end of Baffin’s 
Land. In August two motor-schooners arrived, one belonging 
to Messrs. Revillon Fréres & Co., the other to the H.B.C. 
at Chesterfield Inlet. 

In September we had the special pleasure of a visit from 
the Harmony on the 3rd of the month, and on September 30th 
a Mr. Lindow, of Greenland, paid us a two days’ visit in his 
motor-schooner. 

The Nascopie, which touched here also at the beginning 
of September, on the return journey from Hudson Bay, came 
here again on October 26th from Norway, laden with a cargo 
of over 600 reindeer for Baffin’s Land, and this vessel was 
here once more on the return journey, from November 16-18 
—the latest date on which a ship has hitherto made use of our 
harbour. By this means an opportunity was afforded us of 
despatching letters. Oftentimes at this time of the year we 
are already frozen up here. Last year, however, November 
was a mild and pleasant month. ‘True, there were only: five 
days in November when no snow fell, but it was not as stormy 
as is generally the cise in that month of the year. The 
ensuing winter made up for that amply! It was very cold and 
stormy. Besides which the spring has been very late and 
cold. Nor can anyone foresee when the ice is likely to break © 
up, since at the time of writing it is still absolutely perfect 
for sledging. For example, in June there were only six days 
on which no snow fell—several times it lay to a depth of half- 
a-foot. On those of the six days when there was no snow it 
rained; so that in the month of June there were only three 


days on which there was no precipitation of moisture of any 
kind. 
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The Heathen, Kegunak. 


The presence of a policeman on the spot proved several 
times during the winter to be very valuable. Only to give 
one example: In former reports mention has repeatedly been 
made of the fact that a heathen, of the name of Kegunak, 
is resident here who has two wives. These two are sisters, 
and were in days gone by baptized as children at Ramah. The 
younger of the two wives came to us at the beginning of 
November last year and stated that she did not want to live 
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the life of a heathen any longer, and intended to leave her 
husband. Permission was given to her to move for the time 
being into the small house belonging to the Store that is used 
by the blubber women when they are at work. However, in 
the night Kegunak went there, dragged the woman’ out of 
the house before all the others, and was about to drive her 
back to his own house with blows. But as the man is clumsy 
the woman escaped by a roundabout way to the house of our 
Store servant, where she found shelter and protection for the 
night. Next day the man was told that the police were 
opposed to the use of force and could: not compel her to 
return to her home. Kegunak even was obliged to give up 
her clothes. ince then he himself has left her in peace, 
but has continually tried to induce her to return through the 
instrumentality of the other wife, who is the older of the two, 
and of other relatives. As she remained obdurate, he in true 
heathenish fashion took to his bed last February and has 
not got wp again since then! I have visited him fre juently. 
At first he would not speak to me at all; but later on he 
became quite open and confidential. But his chief desire is 
still the following: ‘‘Tell the woman she is to come back to 
me, even though she may not want to be my wife any longer— 
if on!v she will live here in my house, I[ shall soon be wel! 
azcin!'’ All my admonitions, with references to the serious- 
ness of eternity, the power and the love of God to set him 
free on his accepting Jesus as his Lord, he listens to, but each 
time he replies: ‘“‘I am not able to find room for repentance.”’ 


Congregation Matters. 


In the life of our congregation there was again during the 
year under review much that was cheering, but also much that 
tended to sadden us. Saddening are the constantly recurring 
transgressions of the seventh Commandment. KEspecially is 
this the case when persons are concerned whose walk is other- 
wise correct and who then through sin of this description 
are a cause of special offence. ‘True, the temptations to this 
particular sin are many and great, and the total absence of 
examples of holy living among their compatriots is a want 
that is.sadly felt. Encouraging, on the other hand, is the 
sustained interest shown in the. services of the sanctuary, 
and the exemplary attention manifested. 


On June 18th we were reminded in our church services 
of the 200th anniversary of the building of Herrnhut. Un- 
fortunately, only a very few people were at the station on 
that day, most of them being away at a distance at the better 
hunting places. Not until the beginning of March, 19225 did 
we hear of the great fire at Nain. The news was overwhelm- 
ing. We were greatly encouraged when we heard that there 
was some prospect of the station being rebuilt. 
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School was held as usual from. November to Easter. The 
very small children were, as in. the previous year, instructed 
by a young Eskimo woman. A few made very good progress. 

In things temporal our Eskimoes had a good year. The 
catch of seals in the autumn was very good, and the fur 
catch in the winter exceptionally plentiful. There were also 
a good many ptarmigan in the spring; but only very few 
reindeer were obtained. 

The health of the people, which here depends to a great 
extent on the amount of meat that is available for food, was 
also very satisfactory. 


We would close our Report with the request to our Boards 
at home and our friends furthermore to remember us in 
prayer. 

B. Lenz. 


Hebron, 


Another ship year is approaching its end, and, although a 
solid ring of ice still surrounds our coast, nevertheless we hope 
that the time will soon arrive when this will be exchanged for 
‘‘open water,’’ and we shall again get into touch with the 
outside world. 

The past winter was, for Labrador, a particularly long, 
severe and stormy one. Already at the beginning of October 
we experienced rather unexpectedly an exceptionally severe 
snowstorm, creating a drift 5-6 ft. deep in front of the church, 
which did not disappear until (after increasing in.height dur- 
ing the winter up to 15 ft.!) eight months later it thawed 
away during the latter half of June. However, in spite of 
the early commencement of winter the sea remained free of 
ice till the middle of December, which was a very good thing 
for our people, as the migratory seals did not come this time 
until late in the season. Accordingly, when the seals did 
appear the sea was mostly free from ice, and our people had 
a good catch, with the result that man and beast (dogs) were 
plentifully supplied with food for the winter months. This 
good catch of seals was followed in the winter by an excellent 
catch of foxes, in consequence of which a good many of the 
men were able to wipe out their debts at the Store, and those 
who could not do this, because they had not caught so many 
foxes, were nevertheless able to reduce their indebtedness con- 
siderably. 

It is sad that, in spite of all these temporal blessings, 
there is here at Hebron still so little desire and willingness 
to present a thankoffering to the Lord. They might, in a 
year like this, do a great deal for the Missions and the church, 
but they do not do it—their thoughts are entirely centred on 
this earth and earthly things. 
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Our people were also fortunate in the matter of the rein- 
deer and the ptarmigan shooting, and consequently there was 
no want, outwardly, among them. We had no cases of sick- 
ness and no accidents throughout the year; nor did any adults 
depart this life; but three little children died during the autumn 
of last year. 

In the life of the community there were two events of 
special importance during the year. On August 28th we 
dedicated our new church. Owing to the fact that the Hebron 


church after the great loss of life in the epidemic of 1918 was 


too large for the small congregation left, and in winter could 
not be used for the few people present at the station, we 
divided off one-third of the interior of the building by means 
of a new partition and fitted up the larger of the two rooms 
for the purposes of a church. When we commenced the 
work—in the spring—dquite a number of the men assisted us 
faithfully; but the greater part of the work we had to do 
ourselves during the. course of the summer, and we did it 
gladly. After the interior had received a fresh coat of paint, 
we were able to begin to use our new church at the end of 
August. Our experiences during the winter have shown us 
that the new church is not only ample for the present Hebron 
congregation together with all its outside members at Ramah 
and Okak, but that it will also suffice should the Hebron eon- 
gregation increase in numbers—and that the present building 
can be well and easily warmed. The congregation was very 
well pleased with the alterations we had made. With joy 
and rejoicing they celebrated the day of its inauguration; and 
did their best festively to decorate the building, although this 
is not an easy matter in our treeless part of the country. The 
cost of the alteration, viz., £14, our congregation was able 
to meet by itself out of its accumulated church collections. 
Little did we suspect when we were celebrating our church 
festival how sad a fate our sister station at Nain had met with! 

The second event which we must specially mention is the 
appointment of two married couples as chapel servants on 
our Anniversary Day. After the great epidemic the only male 
chapel servant who was left to us was old Tobias Kora. But 
he lives at Napp4rtok and is only at disposal at the time of 
the Church festivals, when the a living at a distance 
put In an appearance at the station. Besides which, he is 
over 70 years of age, and his strength is visibly declining. 
Long ago, therefore, I would have liked to appoint two men 
as chapel servants, but I kept putting it off, because I could 
not find suitable men for the post. However, the longer T 
waited the more I felt the inane to take action, and so 
finally I decided to appoint Enoch Kenjatsiak and his wife 
Benigna, and Daniel Kora and his wife Dina, and to commend 
them to the congregation on the Anniversary Day. The 
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appointment of Enoch, the only man here at Hebron of whom 
I can truthfully say that he has changed his life since I came 
here, has so far approved itself to me. May the Lord keep 
him in the right way. Daniel’s character appears to me to 
be not free from insincerity, and it seems doubtful whether 
he will be able to fill his place successfully in the Church. 

Regarding the spiritual life of those entrusted to my care, 
I have nothing to add to what I have reported on former 
occasions. Outwardly the Hebron people are loyal to their 
church—at the time of the Church festivals all those who 
live away from the station are without exception present at 
the station, and I have no fault to find with the attendance 
at church; however, in the life of the congregation there is 
but little to be seen of the righteous fruits of repentance. 
May God grant in His mercy that my successor .(Bishop 
Martin will probably be returning home for good in the near. 
future) may see something of a spiritual awakening here in 
Hebron, which I have always longed for, but have not been 
permitted to see during my five years’ residence at this station. 

Nevertheless, I confidently believe that the work done 
by me here has not been in vain. Many a grain of seed may 
have fallen into the hearts of my hearers, and is sleeping there 
until such time as the dew and the sunshine of Divine grace 
later on awakens it to life and growth. And in this I am 
encouraged by the experiences of the last few years, when 
I was permitted to hear, from letters of a few old Nain 
people, that here and there a word I had spoken in bygone 
days has remained fixed in their hearts and was still making 
its influence felt there. What we read in Isaiah xlv., 10 and 
11 is not the words of man, but the words of God! 

We had an interesting visitor last October in the person 
cf Mr. Lindow, a Danish Government Inspector from Green- 
land. He arrived here in a Danish motor-schooner on October 
13th, and remained with us as our guest until November 4th, 
when he proceeded southwards on board the Harmony. He 
was the only stranger to visit us throughout the whole of the 
year. 

C. A. Martin. 


>e< 


_ a ae 
eee 4 ey A + ES 
Quethos IT 


ee 


a 


RM Sy eh. Og 


mes * A : eee?) qooSe 5D" 5 — : 
Ae eee oe es a ad EPR S 5+ 2 SN, elect A LIE, ial eutneeeieaiaaial 
tne ~* ee = - ao gts er : f 


¢ 


ons BY] « : ad 
r ss bale, WP t sae : eS me 
TR Sept OAR tf tm ate Fs Ape a> is ~ 
=? x : « > . P) $ 
Aese « 


et ahs ‘gd ee 
~~ a i 


ad ae dt de ~@ 


——— 


ees 


= ee 
git 
: he 


agen > 


op ed 


ye" 2 4 


= oe 
eine a a ee ae a er ee Se ee eee 


re urn, ery +3 : oi = - maneoy 


: tem, Mae - - = = = 
~~ ‘2 Ses a wha. 7 See eS . 
> ‘ oS. —— = a 
re ho ee “« - ~ on ee ~ 


5 oe 
ne! a 4 <> - . ty? ew - 
ae 


ALASKA. 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTS—JANUARY TOJUNE; 1922 


Bethel, 


T was with the hope of doing more and more thorough 
work in the Bethel-Akiak district that we entered the 
New Year. Br. Kilbuck opened the year with a week of 
prayer at each of the three larger villages in his district. 

For several years we had felt that there was a lack of spiritual 
life in these up-river villages. Under his earnest ministra- 
tions a new spirit of life seemed to awaken. But, alas, all 
too soon, from our human point of view, the days of his life 
were numbered and he was called from this field of activity to 
be with his Lord. ‘To us it seemed the beginning of a larger 
service. The Master saw fit to let it be the climax. 


Thus the up-river, or Akiak, district again becomes a part. 
of the Bethel district. Accordingly, we have made every 
effort to visit the villages as regularly as possible. Communion 
was given at each of the three up-river villages, after a per- 
sonal talk with each communicant. We were glad to notice 
a fresh stirring of life and interest in matters spiritual. At 
these same villages there were 36 confirmands. Those at 
Akiak were instructed by Sr. Kilbuck, those in the other two 
villages by native Helpers. 


As there are a number of white people at Akiak who desire 
religious services, we will endeavour to visit there as frequently 
as possible. It is our hope to have preaching services there 
every Sunday during the winter months. It is then that 
the mining folk come down from the hills to spend the winter 
in the river centres. 


At Akiak the Mission has sustained another loss in the 
death of Helper Kawaglek. He was one of the first to join 
the band of Helpers, and has rendered faithful service to the 
Lord in behalf of his fellow-people.i| He worked under adverse 
circumstances, but his loyalty to his faith never wavered. 
We will miss his presence among his people. A few years 
azo a young man joined us from the Greek Orthodox Church. 
This man is an earnest seeker after the truth and eager for 
the spiritual welfare. of his people. We hope that he may 
develop into a Helper in Kawaglek’s stead. 


Among our tundra people there are continuous signs of 
growth. Helper Neck is still spared us, and he is persistently 
teaching. There is no ‘‘out of season’’ time for him. At 
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present he is at Bethel, and Sr. Kilbuck is translating portions 
of the Scripture with and for him. We can distinctly notice 
the deepening of the spiritual life among his flock, and also 
can better detect those who are not sincerely earnest. It 
was a genuine delight for the first time to hear the tones of 
a bell inviting to divine service out there on the. tundra. 
Helper Neck had asked that we tell of the need of a bell at 
his village. ‘To this appeal the Junior Endeavourers of «Lake 
Mills, Wis., and the Helpers’ Class, of Bethabara, Winston- 
Salem, N.C., responded. ‘The Nanivagnagtlek people have 
built a neat tower and are highly elated over the bell given 
them by ‘‘outside Christians. ”’ 

Helper Neck has also been visiting a neighbouring village 
and instructing the people there. A number of these, nominal 
members of the Greek Orthodox Church, felt their need of 
instruction and were about ready to join us. Unfortunately a 
priest of their Communion paid them a flying visit, which 
resulted in delaying their decision for a time. He raised 
their hope of further care on the part of his Church. That 
is not very probable. As the priest could speak neither 
English nor Native, the impression he made will necessarily 
be very shallow. 

At this same village there is a new Government school, 
and the people of Nunatshoak are showing a commendable 
interest in its work. ‘The teachers, a young couple, have 
worked hard and have made a very good beginning. We 
were delightfully surprised to hear the children read. and see 
them writing and doing*numbers.. But it must have been 
a lonesome place for a newly wed couple! The school house 
is on a small island, with practically only water and more 
islands as far as one can see! The nearest white folk are 
about fifty miles away, and at certain seasons of the year 
the island is practically inaccessible. 

At Bethel the congregational life has been fairly good, but 
not without decided discouragements. ‘The attendance and 
attention at services have been good. The interest in the 
choir has not waned. On the part of the majority of the 
congregation there has again been very satisfactory co- 
operation. We have felt the earnestness and - steadfastness 
of many. Our problem has been with the young men and 
women. Not that we can complain of any lack of interest 
in the services, but there has been an evident lack of earnest- 
ness and sincerity, and on the part of some a laxity of morals. 
Probably in every similar frontier community there are men 
who find their .greatest satisfaction in illicit pleasures. We 
have some such. ‘They are like the diseases they breed— 
infectious and vile. Over against such we will continue to 
warn our young people and point them to the way of a 
happy, healthful life. 
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The winter has been a decidedly mild one. At times travel 
by sled was most disagreeable, on account of the water on 
the trails and by reason of the thawed filth at the villages. 
But that is past. We are looking forward to the summer’s 
work, and rejoice'in the hope of welcoming old and new 
workers to our field. 

Fraternally yours, 
Tue BetHet MISSIONARIES. 


Quinhagak, 


The work has been carried on as usual, and there is 
nothing unusual to report. Always thankful are we, how- 
ever, for the Lord’s blessings, His protection over, ‘and His 
providence for, His people. We have every reason to 
rejoice and to be encouraged. Occasionally trials and diff- 
culties help to draw. us closer to our Lord, and to renew 
our faith. 

We only regret that the missionary work cannot be ex- 
tended more. ‘The more distant out-stations are hard to reach 
from here. A partial solution of the problem of the out- 
stations was in sight when Br. Kilbuck re-entered the mission 
service last summer,. for he planned to have a class for the 
systematical instruction of Helpers. Now that hope is gone. 
The Lord has called Br. Kilbuck home to a well-earned rest. 
We who are here miss him much. Natives and white people 
alike will long remember him for his loving sympathy and 
broad sense of justice. He was never found wanting when 
called to settle a difficult or unpleasant dispute. 

The Togiak district was again visited in February. The 
villages nearer by were visited twice during the winter. 

Our Quinhagak people have proved themselves steadfast 
and always willing to learn. And such a large village as we 
had this winter! Besides a few additions from other places, 
a number of deer-herders and their families spent a good part 


of the winter here. Nearly all the houses were overcrowded. 


It also swelled the school attendance beyond that of any pre- 
vious year. Unfortunately the U.S. Bureau of Education 
has its difficulties, too, in securing teachers. So it came 
about that Quinhagak had only dne teacher. That is not 
enough for 60 children belonging to six different grades. She 
received some help, however, from the missionaries and so 
was able to‘do good work. 

A class in Bible instruction was held two evenings a week, 
and was very much appreciated by the.men who can read 
and write. 

On-Palm Sunday a class of nine young people were con- 
firmed after due instruction. They took communion with the 
congregation on Good Friday. At Eek also Helper Ivan 
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Petluska had kept regular instruction for a class of con- 
firmands during the Fall months. ‘They were confirmed and 
admitted to communion at New Year. 

We kept Easter two weeks earlier than the regular date, 


so as to give the people a chance to move to their spring 


camps in good time. Even so some of them had to leave 
before the Easter week, as the snow went away so early. 

The winter was very mild on the whole, with a cold spell 
only now and then alternating with warm spells. Even in 
January, and then again after Washington’s Birthday, there 
were several days of bare ground. As pleasant as this may 
sound, a mild winter seems out of place in Alaska. It incon- 
venienced travelling to a great extent, and hindered the natives 
in their hunting and trapping. Many a traveller was caught 
along the way for days and even weeks at a time; though, 
on our missionary trips, we were never delayed more than 
one or two days at a time. Another cause for thanksgiving! 

Materially our people had a rather lean year again. But 
none really suffered, and on the whole they remained in good 
health. Some who own reindeer supplied themselves and 
their friends with venison. The women were busy, as usual, 
making baskets for sale. In their spare time the men were 
making ivory napkin rings, knives and other trinkets, for 
which no doubt there will be a ready sale. Seal were plentiful 
this spring, but exceedingly hard to get, as there was no 
solid ice at sea and the weather was bad. ‘Two of the men 
fell through the ice at different times, but both were rescued, 
thank God! One of them barely kept himself from going down 
by the slush ice which surrounded him. His comrades were 
close by, but, on account of the waves and the dangerous 
ice, could not reach him immediately. They expected to see 
him swallowed up by the sea any minute. After some time, 
when an opening occurred, two men went to him and rescued 
him. 

On account of the people’s poverty we did not feel jus- 
tified in taking up any collection. We hope they will have 
a good fishing season. 

Summer is here again. We are looking forward to the 
return of Br. and Sr. Schwalbe and the arrival of the new 
missionaries. ‘The Lord has helped us thus far and blessed 
us. Into His care and keeping we further commit His work 
and ourselves His servants. 

A. STECKER, 
F. anp M. DReEBERT. 


Quigillingok. 


With great gratitude to the Lord we can look back on 
these past months under review. The Lord has been merciful 
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to us, and has protected us from danger and harm when 
travelling and at home, and He has kept us in health, that 
we could carry on the work unhindered. 

The work at the station is progressing and encouraging. 
~All the usual services have been held whenever the missionary 
was at home. The attendance at the services was satisfactory, 
and we believe that the preaching and teaching of the Word 
of God has not been in vain. Though we cannot report any 
revival or awakening, still we do know that the work of God 
has been going on, and that our Christians are growing in 
the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus which shall make 
them more free from their old manner of life, and thus their 
spiritual life will increase by the grace of God. Nobody will 
expect that these Christians should be as far advanced in 
their Christian life and in the knowledge of God’s will as 
these who have heard the Word of God over 20 or 30 years. 
In this respect they are still babes, but they are growing in 
His grace. 

On March dth, and on Good Friday, Holy Communion 
was celebrated, and more of the communicants than last year 
partook of the Sacrament on these occasions. During some 
weeks eight young persons, four boys and four girls, received 
instruction, and these were confirmed on the 5th of March 
and partook of the Holy Communion on the same day. Seven 
of these confirmands, being able to read the translations in 
their native tongue, had learned by heart much more than 
any confirmands whom the writer has instructed before in 
Alaska. Passion Week and Easter services were observed 
according to our usual custom, and they were well attended. 

We feel sorry that the many children living here and 
wishing to go to school could not be taught as they ought 
to be. ‘They were always happy on those days when the 
missionary kept school for them, or when, in his absence on 
missionary tour, Sr. Hinz took some of them into her kitchen 
for some hours and taught them. We hope that the Govern- 
ment will build a school here soon, but it seems to be very 
uncertain. 

During these months the missionary has been absent 31 
days on trips, visiting the out-stations, some of them twice 
and some only once. eipah tagresg? woe people were glad to 
see the missionary and to hear the Gospel. It was encourag- 
ing for the missionary to see that many of the young people 
at the villages are very eager to learn to read the printed 
translations of the Scriptures and hymns. Some of them are 
able to read and write in their native tongue and help othefs 
to learn. All who are willing to learn receive copies of the 
translations and also paper and pencils. At one village five 
adults could be baptized and three persons from other 
denominations joined our Church. There are others who have 
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applied for baptism, but we were not yet able to instruct them. 
On these missionary trips and at home 33 children of 
Christian parents have been baptized. 

At Tshalin a second Helper has been appointed. His 
name is Oscar Aguyak. He is about 30 years old, is married, 
and is enjoying good standing among the people. He is the 
most intelligent man at that village. He has learned to write 
and to read the translations of the Scriptures, and has been 
very eager to teach the boys that were willing to learn, and 
he also has assisted the Helper Charles Keguegtsaun, who 
is in poor health and not able to do justice to the work. We 
hope and pray that Oscar Aguyak may be a faithful and 
zealous Helper. 

Besides Oscar, two other men have been appointed as 
Helpers, viz., Lewis T'galkuariyuk, at Tsitsing, and Samuel 
Kuetsialra, at Quigillingok. Some years ago Br. Drebert 
appointed a Helper at Tsifaranek, but until now the man has 
not yet been able to keep any services. It is therefore very 
necessary to give them instruction, in order that they can 
teach others also. If possible, all the Helpers will come to 
the station after the fishing season to receive further in- 
struction. God grant that these men may become faithful 
and courageous workers among their fellow-men. 

At the end of March the writer made a trip to Quinhagak 
for mail. Quinhagak and Bethel have the advantage of having 
a post office. We usually send our mail to Bethel and receive 
there the mail that has arrived from the States. Under very 
favourable conditions Béthel can be reached in two days by 


' dog team. The distance to Quinhagak is about the same. 


But during the months of October and November, and some- 
times also May, the travelling conditions are such that we 
cannot send to Bethel to deliver or receive mail. 

Our people here have been poorer than in previous years. 
There was no shortage of food, indeed, but as the fur-bearing 
animals were scarce they did not get many, and were not 
able to buy the badly needed clothing and other things; 
besides, they did not have any money for collections. We 
are thankful that they enjoyed pretty good health. There 
have been about 120 calls for medicine during these months. 
At present all are happy that the winter is over and the weather 
warm again out of doors. At the end of May the ice broke 
up and left the coast. 

We close our Report with thankful hearts to God for His 
lovingkindness bestowed on us, and we thank all who 
remember us and our work in their prayers. 

Very sincerely yours, 
JOHN AND Mary H1nz. 
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WEST HIMALAYA. 


PROGRESS OF LEH AND KHALATSE STATIONS 
DURING THE PERIOD 1919-1922. 


Leh. 


N reviewing the past three years of our work we recognise 
with deep gratitude the goodness of our God. Trouble 
of a political and economical nature, and serious 
epidemics of disease, have not come our way. ‘The 

work has gone on apace. Though we have sustained two 

losses by death and the removal of valued members to another 
station, the losses were compensated for by five births and 

a numerical increase brought about by eight mixed marriages. 

Mixed marriages are now allowed in Leh. Before their intro- 

duction prospects of marriage within the Christian community 

were not always good. Now they are so, though they will 
of course have to be carefully watched, in order to avoid mis- 
takes. It is one of the duties of the congregation committee 
to do that. Their judgment is sound. Hitherto closed gates 
shutting up an important avenue of natural expansion have 
now been unlocked and thrown open. This has already bene- 
fited us to such an extent that we now all at once have six 
candidates for baptism. It is not contended that such facilities 
are necessarily applicable to the rest of our congregations in 
the field. They are not. But they are in their place in\Ladakh, 
with its heterogeneous population, where the rise and flourish- 
ing of Mohammedanism make all the difference. Moham- 
Medanism in Ladakh has led the way to conversion from one 
religion to another, and the success it has achieved has greatly 
smoothed the way for the rise of Christianity. It is now no 
more the crime that it was in Ladakh, as it still is elsewhere, 
to change one’s religion. » 
Bishop Ward’s Visit. 
Outstanding events, gratefully remembered, are Bishop 
Ward’s visit to the station, and the ordination of our first two 


\ Tibetan ministers. Bishop Ward has greatly endeared himself 


to our brethren, and all look up to him as a true father in 
God. Somewhat of a sensation was caused throughout Ladakh 
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by the unprecedented steps taken by the Abbot of a famous 
Buddhistic monastery near by to adopt Christianity. Whether 
the man was sincere or not, the fact that he wanted to join 
the Christian Church, and the fact that he said he had done 
it, remains. During his stay with us he attended our church, 
and took part in our public worship. Everybody could see 
him there. And he wanted to be baptized there and then. 
That, of course, could not be done. The man was a daring 
adventurer, and everybody knew him as such. He could, 
therefore, not be depended upon, and discretion had to be 
exercised, much.to his surprise. As he did not care to accept 
the conditions laid down for his acceptance as a candidate for 
baptism, he moved on again, with the promise to return in 
about two years’ time. Since then we have lost touch with 
him. The last news to hand speaks of him as a prisoner in 
Lhassa, the capital of Tibet proper! It is quite possible he 
landed there. Retribution a: his misdeeds, committed as an 
infallible incarnation in accordance with the beliefs of the 
Tibetan Buddhistic cult, was sure to follow swiftly the 
moment he exchanged British Indian soil for Tibetan. Need- 
less to say, the golden opportunity of leading this prodigal 
to the feet of Christ was made full use of, and much prayer, 
besides time and energy, was expended by the missionaries 


on his behalf. 
During Dr. and Mrs. A. Reeve Heber’s absence on fur- 


lough, their places were taken temporarily by a missionary 
couple engaged from Kashmir, and on the expiration of their 
engagement Br. W. Asboe was sent to Leh from England. 
Now our medical missionaries are back in Leh again, and 
Br. and Sr. H. Kunick have gone on furlough. 


Work Among the Young. 


Arrangements for improving the usefulness of the Leh 
boys’ school have not resulted in the change hoped for. We 
are in sore need of one or two qualified teachers besides the 
one at the head of the school now, and until they are found 
and engaged it is felt that real success cannot be expected. 
Gratifying results were obtained in the girls’ school, con- 
ducted on a small scale by Sr. Kunick with the help of 
assistants from among our young women. The management 
of the girls’ school is now in the hands of a Ladakhi sister 
chosen for that work. The Sunday School, with five teachers, 
was fairly well attended, and a men’s club was started by 
Br. Asboe. Two of our most promising young brethren hope 
‘to. enter the Kashmir State administrative service shortly, on 
completion of their departmental training at Srinagar. An- 
other brother, who, by sheer endeavour of his own, has risen 
to respectable rank among the dignitaries of Ladakh, is now 
in charge of the Public Works Department there, while three 
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other brethren serve the State in the Revenue and Horticul- 
tural Branch at Leh. 


Development of the Native Church. 


The majority of our men and women are eager to 
further the advancement of their Church by word and deed. 
The reception of a deputation consisting of two brethren 
sent with messages of good-will from Kyelang, afforded 
an excellent opportunity for discussing Christian principles, 
and for a wide exchange of views on many matters con- 
cerning the judicious attitude to be adopted by Christians. 
One of the immediate results arrived at in ‘connection with 
this informal meeting, which took the form of a free and 
easy love-feast, was a resolution adopted by our Ladakhi 
sisters that the Ladakhi~national head-dress, as a means of 
adornment, be given up, if any one of the sisters present would 
only lead the way. Someone led the way, and all but one of 
the many head-dresses in question are gone and sold. They 
were always a mighty stumbling-block for many. 

At a conference held with them this summer in place of 
the proposed Council of the field, our brethren have also shown 
a welcome insight into their own needs as regards the develop- 
ment of the Tibetan Church along the lines of self-support. 
Instances furnished by the social and political activities of 
the non-co-operative movement which is going on in the Plains 
of India, might well act as eye-openers to our brethren of 
what could be done by themselves and for themselves in the 
way of gaining independence, if only desired. ‘The oppor- 
tunity to do much more by themselves and for themselves, 
in order to further the independent growth of their Church, 
is at hand. It requires only to be grasped and made use of, 
and in spite of themselves and their small numbers manly 
action will make them great. 


Leh Church Building. 


t is to be deeply deplored that the fond hopes of our 
brethren to have a free grant of land given them for the erec- 
tion of their own church, have not yet been realised. ‘The 
present church is a State building, owned by the State. It 
will soon be too small. And the lively desire of our brethren 
to have a larger church of their own is perfectly justified. 
Application for a free grant of land was therefore made to 
His Highness the Maharajah of Kashmir, but years of 
correspondence have now resulted in the issue of an order 
by the Maharajah that the Christian church is to be built 
by the State, and that the Christian community of Leh will 
be required to pay rent for the same. Now, this decision is 
altogether unacceptable. A non-Christian State would be the 
owner of a Christian church again. And the rent to be paid 
wauld cover the outlay many times over in years to come. 
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There is every indication that the honest struggle of the 
Christian community for independence in Ladakh is to be 
thwarted by those in legal authority over them. Negotiations 
on behalf of the new church are therefore still pending. 


Evangelistic Tours, etc. 


Only one extensive evangelistic tour could be undertaken 
by Br. Dewazung during the years under review. On that 
occasion: he reached the borders of Tibet, and had many 
opportunities for distributing Bible portions and tracts, besides 
preaching all along the route. Individual evangelisation and 
visiting nearer villages is always carried on by him alone or 
In company of a missionary. 

Leh hospital continues to fill a great want in a large dis- 
trict, and we feel gratified to know it once more in qualified 


hands. Our hostel and orphanage, always managed on the ° 


basis of native simplicity and economy, has for the last two 
years been a home for more inmates than it probably ever 
saw before. For the last twelve months it has been under 
the management of a Ladakhi sister. 


K halatse. 


Work of the Native Evangelists. 


Our station at Khalatse, still destitute of a resident 
missionary, is worked as an outpost from Leh. It was more 
directly provided for by the appointment of a superintending 
evangelist, in the person of Br. Lobzang, a trusted elder from 
Leh. He is responsible for the continuance of our work there 
until such time as he can be replaced by a resident missionary 
again. Once a month the station was visited from Leh by 
the missionary in charge there, or his assistant. A special 
point was always made of staying with our Khalatse brethren 
for a few days or a week at Church festivals. Regular church 
services are conducted by Br. Lobzang. LEvangelisation is 
carried on by him and Br. Chosphel conjointly. The latter is 
the resident evangelist, stationed at- Khalatse for many years. 
Once a month both have to submit a detailed report showing 
their daily work; number of hours spent in mission work; 
villages visited ; attendances at their meetings ; and the subject 
chosen for their gospel message. When out on evangelistic 
work, they have by no means always an easy stand all alone 
by themselves. Often they have to endure scorn and abuse 
when delivering their message. But they go on unperturbed 
in the name of Christ, quietly pocketing the derision of the 
people. Their greatest opponents are naturally the Buddhistic 
priests, called lamas. When these are in the majority ab a 
meeting, our evangelists may have a hot time of it. Their 
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best work is probably done by individual evangelisation, when 
the individual is open to reason. Many encouragements have 
been reported in connection with this side of their work. On 
a long tour into the adjoining Zangskar valley, which had not 
been visited for many years, Br. Lobzang, who on that occa- 
sion had gone alone by himself, had a good reception by the 
laity and priesthood alike in every place. All were interested 
and pleased to see him. A stranger does not often come that 
way. ‘‘Now, where have you come from, and what have you 
come for?’’ our evangelist was asked in every place. ‘* What 
is your business, and what have you got for sale; where is 
your merchandise?’’ they went on. The man of God was 
prepared. ‘“‘No,’’ he said, ‘‘l am no salesman or trader. 
Trader I am, in a way, but my merchandise is not carried 
about on pack-ponies or yaks. It is an essence that will revive 
your souls, and it can make them what they should be. It 
is a small thing, and it is a very big thing, the most precious 
on earth. ‘Taste that, and taste it free of all cost and com- 
mission, and it will cure your souls; and if you come to 
believe in it, it will give you life eternal.’’ ‘Let us have a 
look at it, then,’’ they said, ‘‘where is it?’’ ‘“The merchandise 
[ bring you is the Word of the Living God, and His way of 
salvation for your souls,’’ said the evangelist. This intro- 
duction repeated itself over and over again. ‘‘But, then, you 
are a Christian. We have heard of the Christians, and people 
speak not well of them,’’ they continued. ‘‘You bring us 
the white man’s religion. It is no > for us, we know, 
and we don’t want it!’’ ‘‘Let us sit down, then,’’ the evan- 
gelist said, ‘‘and have a talk. It will be a long one, but I 
don’t feel tired. ‘You won’t be, for you are not travellers.’’ 
And then followed exposition after exposition, interspersed 
with many a question and answer, of the way of salvation in 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. A Biblical picture 
unearthed from the evangelist’s small pack on his back illus- 
trated the message. ‘The people soon wanted to see and hear 
more. So they sat and talked, and our evangelist felt greatly 
encouraged. One lama made the remark that this seemed 
a very good religion, and the crowd soon said, ‘‘It is good, 
why can’t we have it?’’ And even the lama admonished his 
own co-religionists to find out more\about it! In one or two 
other places the villagers were engaged in a great drinking- 
bout in honour of some Buddhistic deity, and our evangelist 
had to wait with the delivery of his message until they were 
all sober again. He said the best reward he had on that 
tour was a general invitation to come back again! 

A red letter day in the history of Khalatse was the baptism 
of Br. Lobzang’s second wife by Bishop Ward. The boys’ 
school, which had been closed for want of a suitable teacher, 
was reopened again under Br. Lobzang’s supervision. He 
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himself teaches the Bible, a little English and Urdu, and 
simple arithmetic. Ishe, the former school-master, shaped 
into being by Br. Francke, does the rest. Attendance at the 
school is fairly good. Results, very good under the circum- 


stances. 


Br. Chosphel is not a strong man physically; and his 
appearance, and the impression he makes on the people, is 
not that of Br. Lobzang’s sturdy type. Nevertheless, Br. 
Chosphel does his best. Occasional rumours that some people 
in the Indus Valley had decided to join the Christian Church 
have not been verified so far. Both brethren working at 
Khalatse took part in the conference held at Leh this summer. 
Khalatse ought to have a missionary as soon as he can be 
spared. 

H. Kunick, 
West Ealing, London. 

November 4th, 1922. 


PROGRESS IN THE WEST HIMALAYAN MISSION 
COVERING THE PERIOD 1919—1922. 


By the good hand of God upon us, and at a time of dearth 
of workers hitherto unknown in the annals of our history, 
the West Himalayan Mission has now entered upon a new 
phase in its existence scarcely expected before the war. For 
during Bishop Ward’s official visitation the field. was given 
a new constitution and a Tibetan Christian ministry of its 
own. By a curious coincidence, certainly not intended, this 
important step forward was taken almost simultaneously with 
the entry of India upon a new era in her political history. 
But lest we should be charged with extremists’ views, desirous 
of travelling faster than recognised methods of natural develop- 
ment would, and could, permit, a contrast of the origin of 
our own hopes with those of political agitators, forcing events 
in India, may not be altogether out of place. 


Native Ministry. 


It will be conceded, beyond doubt, that the new era created 
for India was the outcome of long-foreseen natural growth 
and development, craving for recognition. ‘The creation of 
a new day for the West Himalayan Mission, however, is the 
result of circumstances rather than the outcome of natural 
growth, justifying the immediate need. [For in the ordinary 
course of events the new day entered upon would, in all 
probability, not have dawned quite so soon. But, with the 
disappearance of normal conditions following the war, those 
controlling missionary progress in accordance with éime- 
honoured pre-war methods of- advance have disappeared for 


4 


‘ ? ” 
os . ee iy an MPT ng EE oo ave ae 
= > 2 DD ne ee ¥ ht P a , © 4g pond ie ao a ~ 
, a . ~ endl 3: : neat — i nt — > - 


tye 


oP et be 


rt . eet ee 
+» “S. Leow TT 
rs ae oe “= H- 


perer™ poem « - 
> 4 sete ora oe ae — 3 
=> > di roe - - @ - — 
. . ; ° ’ 4 3 “= a oth, +> 
a oe | ee eee o>. heer ha 


ae 
etm 
ae gate, -s Taste 52 


°. 2» ia ~ 

— , y - a 
- x avy a 
= « 


ore 
i 
< 


172 WEST HIMALAYA. | DEc., 


this field as completely as they have in other walks of life. 


‘In the common struggle for existence prevalent everywhere, 


ways and means for effectively safeguarding the future had 
therefore to be found, here as elsewhere. For the field had 
suffered heavily in consequence of the war. By the with- 
drawal of a number of absolutely indispensable workers from 
active service, without any immediate prospect of replacing 
them permanently, our resources for successfully manning 
the field were taxed to the utmost. Unless hitherto untried 
strong measures of relief were, therefore, applied now, the 
field appeared doomed to ruin. We owe it to the statesman- 
ship, initiative, and forceful leadership of Bishop Ward that 
this peril was averted. Recognising the danger confronting 
the field, he built on the foundation laid in the past, by giving 
it a new constitution and a Tibetan Christian ministry of its 
own, as the only way out of present and, possibly, also 
future difficulties in preserving this branch of the Christian 
Church. And besides ameliorating present-day untenable con- 
ditions, arising out of the war, the new step forward was also 
taken in obedience to the far-reaching vision that, if the field 
in its widest sense is really to be won for Christ, it must be 
won for Him mainly through the agency of its own people. 
Taking, therefore, of the God-given increase of the days gone 
by with the bold hand of faith, we have now ‘‘enlarged the 
place of our tent; lengthened our cords; and strengthened our 
stakes,’’ so that we may “‘break forth on the right hand and 
on the left unsparingly.’’ ‘“‘It shall be to the Lord for a 
name, and for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.’’ 
And has God not said that, ‘‘His word shall prosper in the 
thing whereto He sent it’’? 


Church Committees, etc. 


To this end congregation committees were put on a new 
footing, and our mission schools are to be improved. A 
theological college for the training of candidates for the 
Tibetan ministry is to be established as soon as possible. And 
members of the Tibetan Christian Church are to be admitted 
to a Council of the field, responsible for the advance of the 
Church on Tibetan lines. It is hoped, therefore, that, as a 
result of these new measures, not oly will the Tibetan Chris- 
tian Church in the Western Himalayas be saved from extinc- 
tion, but also that the Church will now grow more rapidly 
into that freedom and independence so essential to the 
development of an original Tibetan Church of Christ. It 
speaks well for the grounding of our congregations and their 
ordained ‘‘own’’ ministers alike that they themselves were 
ready to make more room for God! In this light the other- 
wisé perfectly legitimate argument that candidates for imme- | 
diate ordination would necessarily have to start with a certain 
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amount of disadvantage to themselves, owing to the sudden- 
ness of the call, undoubtedly loses much of its force. If the 
Lord be the shepherd, His flock shall not want. And if Christ 
our Saviour is allowed to reign supreme in the hearts and 
lives of our Tibetan brethren, the venture of faith will not 
come to grief. 

Native Ministers. 

The two brethren selected for ordination were the Brn. 
Joseph Gergan and Dewazung, both of the Leh congregation. 
After a short, but nevertheless thorough, course of instruc- 
tion by Bishop Ward himself, they were ordained Deacons 
of our Church by him on Sunday, July 18th, 1920. Among 
those present at the ordination service at Leh were the British 
Joint Commissioner for Ladakh and his wife. Their presence 
undoubtedly lent particular weight to the significance of the 
occasion. Since October of that year Br. Joseph Gergan is 
in sole charge of our congregation at Kyelang. His in- 
tellectual attainments; his firm stand in the Christian faith, 
coupled with powers of organisation and leadership; and his 
descent from a well-known Tibetan Lama family, endowing 
him with a thorough knowledge of the Buddhistic religion 
as practised in Tibet and its adjoining countries to the west, 
all unite in marking him out as the most valuable asset we 
have. In taking over the heritage of the European missionaries 
stationed at Kyelang before him, he has already been instru- 
mental in introducing a higher: standard of Christian living 
in his congregation than was attained before. A preat deal 
of his time is spent in the translation of the as yet untrans- 
lated portions of the Old Testament, an exacting task for 
which he ts eminently fitted. His manuscripts are then for- 
warded for revision. On completion of a Book at a time the 
revision is then passed on to two other Missionary Societies, 
working on the Darjeeling and China side of the borders of 


Tibet, for approval or correction of the idioms. ‘This pro- 


cedure naturally causes great delays, and may seem super- 
fluous. But it is not so, as idioms greatly differ between the 
east and west of Tibet, and it is absolutely desirable that one 
uniformly recognised standard version of the Old Testament, 
as we have it of the New Testament, should be obtained for 
all Tibet. Finally, when passed by all, the standard version 
of the Old Testament thus produced will be accepted for 
publication by the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
London. 
Br. Joseph Gergan (‘‘Yoseb’’). 

When on evangelising tours, Br. Joseph Gergan travels as 
a Tibetan Christian Lama. This novelty has already attracted 
attention, and searching enquiries have already been made by 
those to whom a man of such description was a stranger. As 
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the Apostle Paul went in the garb of his own day to preach 
the gospel of Christ, so is it done by our Tibetan ministers 
and evangelists. The Christian ‘‘Good News’’ of salvation 
by faith in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, is scattered broadcast day by day, month by month, and 
year by year, by speaker and preacher at every one of our 
stations, and many tiere are who call it “‘good indeed, ’”’ 
though they are afraid as yet to break away from their own 
belief in saviours that are not, instead of believing in the 
‘‘One’’ that can save unto life eternal! Br. Dewazung was 
appointed assistant minister at Leh, and in this capacity he 
takes his full share in church work there. He has the ad- 
vantage of a further regular course of instruction in all 
matters pertaining to the Christian ministry, an advantage 
denied Br. Joseph Gergan alone in Kyelang for the time 
being. The progress made by both brethren, since taking 
up definite church work, has abundantly justified the con- 
fidence put into them. Regrets we have none. 


What About the. Future ? 

But this is only the starting point of a well-considered 
advance. What about the future? Are there others to follow 
in their train? There are, and there are not, paradox though 
it sounds. Our Tibetan Christian Church is but a small one 
numerically. ‘There are not many suitable for the ministry. 
The utmost care in the selection of candidates for the ministry 
is imperative. Men of advanced age have not always the 
standard of education required, and young men have not 
always the very necessary natural inclination to enter Church 
work. Boys of requisite intelligence and gifts must therefore 
be found and inspired with the love for Church service, so 
essential; and that is precisely what we are trying to do. 
In the Tibetan Christian Church, as elsewhere, our future 
lies with the rising generation. Will God’s people everywhere 
not make this pressing matter a definite object for prayer, so 
that our needs may be supplied ? 


Poo and Kyelang. 

Although our work in Poo causes anxiety, owing to 
political disturbances in the State and internal domestic 
troubles which have become chronid, seasons of blessing and 
spiritual progress have attended our labours for God in Leh 
and Kyelang, for which His Name be praised. There has 
been a small ingathering of souls into the Church in Leh, 
which can only be appreciated fully by those acquainted with 
the nature of our work; and at Kyelang fruits of God’s Holy 
Spirit are ripening that make us rejoice. It is all on a very 
small scale, it is true. But when we consider the fact that, 
for the present at any rate, our field can only hope to gather 
in groups of two and three at a time, whilst a few privileged 
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missionary organisations working in the Plains of India are 
engaged in coping with mass-movements beyond proper control, 
three adult' baptisms within three years in Leh, and six more 
candidates for baptism within the same period, truly fill the 
workers’ hearts with joy and gratitude to God. Leh is our 


most hopeful station. At Kyelang our brethren are for the | 


first time endeavouring to do something for themselves by 
defraying one quarter of the salary for a mission schoolmaster 
and evangelist combined, if the Mission can see its way to 
provide the rest. This is the first fruit of its kind in the 
field, promising the advance of others. And when we think 
of the many malicious designs constantly put forward by 
unscrupulous and influential men of various descriptions with 
the intention of drawing some of our leading brethren away 
from Christ and His Church, designs that are being heroically 
withstood, often in the face of great temptation, we proudly 
recognise more hidden fruits of the Spirit than can be seen 
at a glance. For thirty pieces of silver Judas sold his Lord. 
There are some of our Lord’s present-day disciples in the 
Western Himalayas, men facing precisely the same tempta- 
tions, who would not sell him for three thousand! 


Mission Schools. 


Our mission schools fill us with deep concern. ‘They 
ought to be one of the most fruitful mission agencies, and 
yet we cannot make them so, for want of qualified teachers. 
At Leh and Kyelang we have to compete with Government 
schools which seem to dwarf our own. Would that some of 
our young men, now engaged in the pursuance of other 
vocations in life, might be led to offer themselves for school- 
work in the mission! But perhaps, though at present alto- 
gether unknown to us, God in His goodness is already work- 
ing, while we are still waiting! 

‘Council of the Field.”’ 

Owing to various circumstances, difficult to overcome, the 
proposed first Council of the field could not meet this year as 
intended. Two separate conferences were therefore held in 
its place, at Leh and Kyelang, this summer. The welcome 
co-operation of our Tibetan brethren was made full use of 
during the sessions, thus paving the way for a successful 
General Council. The burden of the two conferences was the 
giving, to our Tibetan brethren, of a much larger share in the 
inanagement of their own affairs, and to point the way to 
independence of the Home Church. Whilst conscious of their 
inexperience and weakness in self-assertion, and numbers, 
our brethren have now promised to become more active on 
their part. What they need more than anything else, besides 
the guiding hand of God, is a full realisation of their own 
responsibilities, their own indisputable rights, and their own 
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increased duties towards the formation of an original Tibetan 
Christian Church, and the formation of an _ essentially 
Christian Tibetan brotherhood, without which they cannot 
hope to establish themselves as a Christian community. The 
salvation of the Tibetan Christian Church les in their own 
hands. It is our privilege to help them to grasp it. 

H. Kunick, 


November 4th, 1922. West Ealing, London. 


Se 


LEPER HOME AT JERUSALEM. 
(Under the direction of the Moravian Church. ) 


FIFTIETH REPORT, FOR THE YEAR 1921. 

OR more than 6,000 years leprosy baffled the skill of 
doctors. The loathsome smell of the diseased bodies, 
the lumps and ulcers on face, arms, and legs, the 
bleared and blind eyes, the dropping off of fingers, and 

hands and feet, as though the patient were dying by inches— 
all tended to make the leper an outcast, whom men shunned, 
as they shunned a corpse. The Mosaic law and the New 

Testament made these sufferers particularly well known to 

Christians; but nobody knew what to do with them. More 


than a hundred years ago our Church began to minister to 
them in South Africa, forming them into a colony of workers, 
rendering mutual aid. Fifty-five years ago the hospital for 
lepers at Jerusalem was opened. At first nothing could be 
done for them physically beyond feeding them, keeping them 
clean, and dressing their sores. It was no small alleviation 
of their condition to draw them out of a life of filth, beggary, 
and exclusion from the society of others, into the life of a 
home and the daily society of Christian nurses; but it was 
still so that the leper had to abandon hope, and being as 
2 rule a Mohammedan, he was inaccessible to the comfort 


of Christ. 


Then came the time of experiment, when tonics were 
administered, and chaulmoogra oil was tried. We never 
attempted amputation, as has been done in some places, fdr 
it was never believed to offer hope of improvement or cure. 

In 1911 friends in Switzerland sent to our Home a supply 
of Aiouni oil, a preparation which had been used with pro- 
mising results by M. Delord, a missionary in the South Sea 
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Islands. He has since devoted his life to the preparation and 
improvement of his medicine, which continues to be ad- 
ministered to our patients. It is drunk, and injected under 
the skin in concentrated form. 

In 1921 Dr. Heisser, a distinguished American doctor, 
who has carried on researches into the cause and cure of the 
disease in the Philippines, paid a surprise visit to our Home, 
and, after expressing his satisfaction with all he had seen, 
spoke of the medicine he had employed with satisfactory 
results. As soon as it was available we ordered a supply to 
be sent out to Jerusalem; but there has not. been time to 
record its effect upon those who have taken it. 


The number of patients, which rose steadily till 1905, 
rising for a time to over sixty, has declined as steadily since 
then, till it has become almost stationary at about two dozen. 
The cost has increased, although the staff has decreased and 
the nurses serve, as they always have done, for little more 
than their food and clothing, according to the rules of their 
sisterhood. 

At present there are twenty-seven patients in the home, 
fourteen men and thirteen women. Of these 18 are Moham- 
medans, one is a Jewess, and six are Christians. Of the 
Christians, three belong to the Greek Church, two to the 
Armenian, and one to the Latin (Roman Catholic). One of 
the Armenians is a boy, who arrived in Jerusalem with a 
party of about 800-orphans, victims of Turkish atrocities. 
This child was found to be a leper, and therefore sent to us. 
He knew no Arabic, but soon began to pick it up. The other 
Armenian is an old man, who has been in the Home many 
years, and is almost blind. He has always been distinguished 
for his cleanliness and readiness to help, and he at once took 
the orphan boy under his special care. Two of the new- 
comers are from beyond Jordan, a woman and a boy. When 
the boy saw that the two other young people were being 
taught to read, he asked to be taught also; but the Moham- 
medan authorities interfered, and he was ordered to learn to 
read the Koran with one of their own sheiks. Only two or 
three of the adults can read and write. Another patient came 
from Betuni, a village from which many lepers have come 
to us. The Jewess is an old woman, whose home is in 
Tiberias. At first. she would eat no cooked food, but only 
bread and fruit, until her rabbi gave her permission to eat 
the same food as the rest. If he had not done so, she said, 
she would have returned home. She dreads losing her sight. 
“‘T don’t mind so much if my hands and feet drop off, if 
I can only keep my sight.’’ That is an illustration of the 
leper’s outlook, and of the element of hope that lies in the 
medicine. Four patients are totally: blind. Some cases are 
reported to have misishsse ssobabty Isa (Clifton bed), and 
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Kamil (Blackheath and Lee). Some which seemed the most 
hopeful cases a year ago show no change. Hussein is still 
examined from time to time, and is always reported free 
from the bacillus. 2 

The harvest was good in 1921, but the rains ceased too 
early in 1922, and the heat in March and the sirocco shrivelled 
up the crops on our little fields, and the threshing needed 
special care, as the strong winds threatened to carry off too 
much of the precious ‘‘tibn’’ (chaff of any kind), which is 
needed for the cattle. 

Few years pass by without some special act of kindness, 
which it is pleasant to record, and the past year is no excep- 
tion. A lady in Oxford sent £2 to be used for the over-due 
repair of chairs and furniture. When the time came for 
one of our pigs to be killed, a butcher was sent for, and his 
fee arranged beforehand. He did his work so carefully and 
well that the sister in charge of the outside work thought 
he was going to demand more, which would be quite in keep- 
ing with the ways of the country. To her surprise he refused 
to take any payment at all, and said he had done his work 
for the good of the cause. ‘‘And some day,’’ he added, “‘you 
may want to kill the other, or you may want me next year. 
If so, send for me, and I will do the work for nothing.’’ 
And he was as good as his word. One wanted to know of 
what race and religion he was, and the answer came that 
he was a Syrian of the Greek Church. It suggests: ‘‘The 
man was a Greek, a Syro-Phcenician by nation,’’ and conjures 
up an analogy. 

Helue, who has spent many years in our home, and is 
known by face to our readers from the picture of two women 
grinding corn, has always been of a kindly and helpful dis- 
position; so our sisters decided to do something special for 
her. They took the wool of one of our sheep, and one friend 
spun it, and another knitted out of it a jacket, which was 
presented to Helue as a token of recognition from all con- 
cerned. 

‘If I were to get well, and had plenty of money, I would 
give a lot of it to this home. But I have no parents.’’ So 
said Abed (two friends at Taunton) one day when his wounds 
were being dressed. His mother died of leprosy in our home. 
His is a case in’ which improvement in health brought with 
it improvement in behaviour. 

A letter received in April from Sister Elizabeth acknow- 
ledges the receipt of a parcel from London, containing two 


sheets, on which a duty of 14 piastres (about 3s.) had to be 


paid. She says: “‘The sheets were worth much more, and 
we are very grateful for them: but please tell our friends 
that, if they would send me notice of the despatch ofa parcel, 
giving declaration of contents and the name and address of 
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the sender, the duty on it would be remitted.’’ 
Painting and repairs will form a heavy item of expense 


this year. Even one who has been all over the place is sur- 


prised to learn that there are 120 windows and 93 doors. 
The outer windows have jalousies also. The floors need 
repairing, and the walls of the wards repainting. The nurses 
have been doing some of the painting themselves to save 
expense. ‘They give themselves and their work unstintingly. 
One cannot hélp loving them for their unselfishness, and we 
would fain make it possible for them to do their work without 
undue anxiety and hampering restrictions, though the best 
work for Christ 1s undoubtedly done when each day calls for 
renewed faith and trust. Like the disciples of old, we and 
our sisters cry again: ‘“‘Lord, increase our faith,’’ and take 
up the task anew, cheered by His answer. 

ARTHUR. WARD, 

Hon. Sec. 


List of Supported Beds. 
Betruany.—lIlbrahim Coloni. Mohammedan. Nervous leprosy. 
BLACKHEATH AND LeEE.—Kamil. Mohammedan. Decidedly 

better. Herds the cows. 

Cuirron.—Isa. Mohammedan. Much improved. Voice, 
which was hoarse and at times almost gone, is now 
clear. Lumps on face smaller. 

‘“‘Come Unto Me.’’—Chalil usi. Christian. No change. 

HarroGaTE.—Osman. Mohammedan. Nervous leprosy. 

‘‘In Memory or Henry JOHNSON, DersBy.’’—The Armenian 
orphan boy. 

LEAMINGTON.—Joseph. Christian. 

Mohammedan. No change. 

‘‘Prace oF Gop.’’—Jalile. Christian. No improvement. 
Disappointing case medically. 

SoutHport I.—Helue. Mohammedan. Nervous leprosy. 

Soutuport I[.—Fatme. Mohammedan. No change. 

Two Frrenps at Taunton.—Abed. Much worse lately. 


Staff. 


Sister EvizaBetH, Matron. Has served 32 years. Retires. 


next year. 

Sister Bertua, returned from furlough. Outside work. 

Sister OGGELINE, conducts prayers, teaches Arabic and 
English. General work. 

SisTER JOHANNA, entered last autumn. General work. 

SisteR Ipa, gone home on furlough, and may perhaps not 
return. 

Visiting Doctor and Chaplain: Dr. Canaan, Pastor Farhud 
Kurban. 

Native Servants for Outdoor and Kitchen Work: Hussein, 

Said, Sabha, Saada. 


ty 


CASH AND LOCAL ACCOUNTS. 


Cash Account, London, 


for Year ending March 3ist, 1922, 
of receipts and payments in England for Leper Home, Jerusaiem. 


Receipts. 


Subscriptions and Donations 
for General Fund (includ- 
ing £903 7s. 9d. from the 
London Association in aid 
of Moravian Missions) 

me nay 

iss Ambler Int. 

For Beds— 

From the London Associa- 
tion in aid of Moravian 
Missions 4 

From the American Province 


£ s. d. 


. 1073 4 5 


56 0 0 


243 2 10 
424 4 2 


£1796 11 5 


Balance in Hand 
Balance Brought 
from last year 


Total in Hand 


Forward 


—_ 


555 4 2 


... 2967 16 3 


.. £3321 0 5 


Payments. : 
£ a. ad. 
Expenses for Oil, Bandages, 
tationery, etc. (including 
£63 7s. 5d. for Miss NO6r- 
gaard’s Expenses) ... “3 
Cash remitted to Leper 
Home during the Year ... 1300 0 0 
Balance in Hand of wie ° ie 


£1796 11 5 


eee eee 


*Local Account, Jerusalem, 
for the year ending March dist, 1922. 


Receipts. 
= s4.. a. 
Remittances .. 1289 13 24 
Rents 185 13 4 
Sales of Farm Produce 123 10 94 
Total ...£1598 17 4 


Payments. 
£ B. 
Food ... vac Be a en) ee 
Clothes me 48 6 
Furlough Expenses and Ser- 
vants Wages .... 372 15 


Medical and other Expenses 


Heat and Light 52 12 
Repairs ne sit 184 14 
Farm Costs 172 11 
Total : . 1449 2 
Balance Cash in Hand... 149 14 


tr 
> = 
: hes hs n2onl > =: 


£1598 17 


*These accounts are kept in local (Egyptian) currency and are exchanged 
into English currency at the rate of 100 piastres to the £ sterling. 


H. J. WILSON, 
Zreasurer. 


ON TRIBUTIONS towards the support 


of the Leper Home, Jerusalem, under 
the direction of the Moravian Church, will 


be thankfully received b 


the Treasurer of 


Moravian® Missions for Great Britain and 


Ireland: 


32, 


FET 


TER LANE, | 
LONDON, E.C.4. — 


Cheques, Post Office and Postal Orders should be 
crossed “ The National Provincial and Union Bank 


of England, Ltd.” 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


*N our last issue we were in a position to state that the 
Nain Relief Fund stood at the figure of £5,168 6s. 11d. 
According to the latest return published in our monthly 


illustrated missionary magazine, Moravian Missions, for 
November, this sum had been increased to £6,044 8s. 9d. 
For this we are very thankful. Meanwhile, building opera- 


tions have been going on at Nain, and at the time of writing ~ 


one of the houses which were to be erected will in all pro- 
bability have been completed; for on August 27th the Rev. 
W. W. Perrett, Superintendent of the Labrador Mission, who 
was in charge of the work of re-building the ruined station, 
wrote us as follows :— 


‘‘T am at the building from 6.30 a.m. until 5.45 p.m. 
every day except Saturday, when we drop tools at 4 p.m., 
and I can assure you I do not feel like sitting down in the 
evening to write letters!’’ And again on September 9th :— 
‘‘While the Harmony is still here I must try-to write you a 
short report of the work we are doing at Nain. We have now 
had three weeks at the new house, and I am satisfied with 
the progress we have made. I have a varying number of 
helpers—some days this week we were eleven men and several 
boys; so things have gone fairly quickly, and | must not forget 
the great help we have received through -the very favourable 
weather. In the three weeks we could not work one morning 
before breakfast—that was a loss of an hour and a half—and 
another day we had to stop half an hour earlier than usual 
in the evening owing to the rain. ‘There have been sundry 
showers at various times, but not sufficient to stop us; so you 
see we have been highly favoured. I am hoping we sha!l 
have another favourable week, and by that time we should 
have the roof over us. ‘The outside walls are standing and 
boarded over, and I am now letting the men lay the bricks 
between the frames. That is our old Labrador way of build- 
ing, and it is undoubtedly the best, as it makes the warmest 
house. It takes time, but I think it is quite worth it. i 
want to get done before the cold weather comes, as boards 
will not be as cold to handle as bricks are. But I cannot see 
the house ready for occupation yet awhile. Bishop Martin 
has fallen in with your suggestion and is going to stop in 
Nain till the last trip of the Harmony, and he will be a valu- 
able asset. It seems quite like old times for him and me td 
be here building together. Little did either of us think a 
dozen years ago when we built the church and school-house 
together that we should have to rebuild Nain in so short a 
time. *’ | 
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On Thursday, November 16th, the Harmony reached St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, at the close of the season’s work on 
the Coast of Labrador, and by the time this number of our 
magazine reaches our readers the vessel ought to be well on 
her way home to London. Passengers on the homeward 
voyage will be Bishop and Mrs. Martin, the Misses M. ‘Latter- 
son and I. Allsopp, and possibly another missionary couple 
from the Coast. Bishop and Mrs. Martin are returning home 
for good, after having served the Mission for something like 
35 years. Our best wishes accompany them in their retire- 
ment. _ 

The Rev. H. Asboe (who has since returned home on fur- 
lough) wrote as follows on August 23rd from his station, Hope- 
dale: —‘“To-day it is snowing hard outside. The hills are 
snow-capped.. The shores are broadly fringed with drift ice. 
Where is the Harmony ?’’ There is no doubt at all that she 
will have ice to contend with; but we do not doubt the final 
result—she will be all right! This is a wonderful land. One 
never knows what is going to happen. It is a land full of 
surprises—glorious weather to-day ; snow and sleet to-morrow |! 
Surely, the Labrador man should be healthy and hardy! 
Fish, the great catch just now, is plentiful. Our people are 
doing well and are happy.’’ In a footnote the writer adds 
the following: ‘‘Harmony left Hopedale August 11th for Nain. 
Met with big ice field. Barged through, making a pathway 
for several schooners. A true friend in need is the Harmony! 
Left Nain August 21st for Okak. No ice reported north. Dr. 
MacMillan, of the Baffin’s Land expedition, anchored here 
yesterday for a short time. Wintered west of Baffin’s Land, 
Fox Channel. Had one of our Hopedale members the whole 
year as interpreter—Abraham Broomfield, a settler from Big 
Bay—who gave every satisfaction. His influence, too, was 
good on board. Population round them during the winter, 
200 Eskimoes.’’ 

On November 2nd a company of eight missionaries, all 
of them bona fide Danish subjects, sailed from Tilbury 
Dock on board the Union Castle liner Llanstephan 
Castle for East Africa. They were the following Breth- 
ren and Sisters:—Br. and Sr. N. H. Gaarde, Br. and 
Sr. Ibsen, Br. and Sr. 8S. Nielsen, with one child, and the 
unmarried Sisters M. Jensen and J. Larsen. Their final 
destination is Sikonge, one of the stations in our Unyamwesi 
Mission, in the northern part of what is now called the Tan- 
lagen Territory. They will land at Dar-es-Salaam and make 
their way thence by rail to Tabora, immediately to the south 
of which town, the capital of the Province, lies the station 
just mentioned. This means that at last, after many negotia- 
tions with Government and other officials, and after long delays, 
which must have been specially trying for this little band 
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of missionary enthusiasts, the Unyamwesi Mission, which had 
been brought to an abrupt termination during the late Great 
War, 1s about to be reopened by emissaries of our own Church. 
This first company of missionaries is, God willing, in the 
course of the coming year, and as soon as possible, to be 
reinforced by several British Moravian missionaries who are 
now preparing for the important work that hes before them. 
A good deal of the financial support of the Danés will be sup- 
pled by friends of our Church in the Scandinavian lands of 
the Continent, whilst the British recruits will look to us in 
Great Britain for their support. May God add His blessing 
to the new move which has thus been initiated. 


From notes kindly prepared by Bishop A. Ward for the 
December number of Moravian Missions we are glad to be 
able to reproduce the following paragraphs :— 

‘The latest news from Tibet, brought home by the Kunicks 
(Br. and Sr. H. Kunick have recently returned to England 
from Leh for a well-earned furlough, and will be in Leominster 
at Christmas.—Ed.), is good. There are seven candidates for 
baptism in Leh. ‘Some of our people there have rejected 
strong inducements to give up their faith. At Christmas more 
than sixty Sunday Scholars will look for presents. The Con- 
ferences at Leh and Kyelang, in which Tibetans took a pro- 
minent part, achieved their purpose as an introduction to 
greater self-direction. ’ 

‘“Kyelang hbrary, a good-sized room, well filled with books, 
mostly old! “shows signs of loving care in former years and 
neglect in recent times! ‘The native minister is exploring. 
He finds a book entitled ‘Working and Waiting for Tibet.’ 
He begins to read it, and soon he feels like ‘some lone watcher 
of the skies, when a new planet swims into his ken.’ For 
here 1s a story of Europeans leaving their homes to minister 
to his people, and for the first time he has in his hand a 
connected account of it all. One chapter is devoted to the 
story of the Lama who was baptized as Nathaniel, in whom 
he recognizes his own uncle. When all the parts are pieced 
together, it makes a wonderful story. About the middle of 
the nineteenth century, the Dalai Lama was poisoned at 
Lhasa. All the ministers, men of rank, and courtiers were 
summoned to Pekin for an inquiry. Many fled rather than 
face the risk of such a journey and such a court of justice. 
Gergan and his younger brother Rgyaltsan escaped in the 
same night without informing one another of their intentions. 
Gergan made his way to Ladak and became Redslob’s chief 
assistant in: translating the Psalms and other books of the 
Bible. He never was baptized, but on his death-bed handed 
over his son. Yoseb to Redslob to be educated as a Christian. 
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Rgyaltsan went to Kunawar and later to Kyelang, and became 
the first native assistant of Pagell and Heyde, and one of 
the best helpers in Bible translating we have ever had. He 
visited his brother afterwards in Ladak, and is said to have 
been the first Christian who preached in Leh bazaar. Do 
our people as a rule know the story of their own mission- 
field ?’’ 

‘From Séptember 30th to October 2nd, the Baptist 
Missionary Society had a series of enthusiastic meetings at 
Kettering to celebrate the 130th anniversary of the Society. 
The reason for this. special demonstration was that their 
Laymen’s Missionary Union had bought the house in the 
back parlour of which Carey and his associates founded. the 
Society, and that it was to be opened as a Home for Mis- 
sionaries on furlough. ‘Some of the meetings were held in 
a huge marquee in the paddock belonging to the house. As 
Moravian Missions gave the impulse to Baptist Missions, a 
Moravian was invited to speak, and Moravian missionaries are 
invited to make use of the Home when it is not fully occupied 
by its proper guests.” 

‘‘In the annual report of Nain there is a passage that is 
well worth thinking over. ‘Competition and the after-effects 
of the war have increased dissatisfaction, particularly among 
the younger generation of men. Concerning material things 
—goods and labour—difficulties arise here, as they do in 
England, but on a minor scale, and faith, patience, kindness, 
and explanation have to be used as a remedy, rather than 
drastic measures. The Eskimos are grown up children, weak, 
and easily led into wrong thinking and acting by strangers 
with whom they come into contact. Over the older men, and 
we can say over the younger men, the Gospel, when rightly 
applied in reference to business affairs, has not lost its power, 
and during a period of over thirty years in this land the 
writer's experience is that the Eskimo will always prefer 
Scriptural right, with loss, to wrong with profit, when the 
gray matter in his skull can be reached by explanation. Im- 
provident, careless, and thoughtless the Eskimo is, and these 
are the things that hinder his progress in material and spiritual 
matters.’’ Kindly judgment! So we would wish to be 
judged. ’’ ae as 

CThe Rev. P. Hettasch, who left London on August 31st, 
arrived at Nain on September 24th, “in spite of adverse winds, 
fog, rain and snow.’ ‘The new house was already roofed in 
and boarded outside. William Barbour, the Helper, who 
carried the first news of the fire to Hopedale, has lent “his 
house until the new one is ready. The Grubbs will remain 
in the former servant's house for another year. The Gaunts 
had left for the north. Bishop Martin was waiting for the 
final trip of the Harmony in order. to help to the last minute.’ 
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